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be Caſe of Sodom and Gomorrah ; and of the 
Ifraelites in t he Wilderneſs 5 attically confidered. | «7 


„ 


ds * 


C 
) 5 5 


< 
© 


i 
4 
3 oy TY 


* 
— 
— wo. 


* 


# 
* 


7 


* 


5 
EY 
8 
4+ 


Maxon ite 


„ 
555 
7 £ 


THE ONE 
Preached at rouched-Pryers on che 
TOPLESS FAST appointed A 


* 
33382 


4 
Authori "9 
3 -# 1 
; , FE * BB. 

„ 1 jos ER „ 

* 2 * 9 
5 5 * ? J : IE 0 "* 
| THE OTHER I 


On a Day or Prayer for a Blefling upon A 
the PuBLick AFFAIRS, Octob. 4, 1739- 


; x | . : * 
* 4 
ON : * 4 


LANDON 
Printed by Joun WiLsoN, at the Turk's- | 0 
Head in Gracechurch-ſtreet. 1 


. M pccxL. . — 


b 


r 


1 


[Price One Shilling!) 


% 
. 
* * @ 9 
) 
.... 
. 2 
81 
4 5 
4 \ 
7 2 
1 
7 
4 5 
v: 8 
0 
* 
< 3 
4 
\ 
« 
i 
4 ak 
* 
« * 
4 4 
„ 
8 
PR, ? 
Ln IT 
By 
* *. a 
= 
% 
* 
E 
; 
4 
4 
o ©: - 
y es 
3 
— 4 
- 


j 


„ 
* 4 
/ 
* 
is * 
a1 2 = 1 
1 { 
8 4 
1 ; x k 
* $ * — 
4 * — + , 
: * 
* 
# , 
1 * FP * 
N 4 11 
ö * ' 5 
JA 
* 
4 7 | 
4 * 
: 3 4 
A 3 c , 
& 2 * 
] id 1 * 
5 + 8 
| ; 
4 * 7 -_ A 
\ 
A 7 7 * 
* 
. 
* „ - * 5 
, is 9 * 


eee would ill ſuit with 
e the grave and ſ- 
it rious argument of the 
© following diſcourſes, 
to attempt to blazon real excel- 
lencies, much leſs to give colours 
to feigned and imaginary ones; 
%% SS 2 1 e 


RT ""Dearcation. 
| [8 the common topick of modern ? 
© | {dedications. But you'll allow me 
| to draw a ſhort ſterch of an 


© happy life, of which others will 
| make the application, while you 
to only conſider it as a pattern for 
| imitation : And I believe it will 
be thought as far from ceremony 
| and compliment, as; nature. and 
| truth are from fiction and art; . 
and inſtruction, from flattery. 
| Anhigh reverence of the Deity; 
> 1a g ia for the chriſtian re- 


r API AG tr I. 


- welation ; purity of mind, and 

integrity of nanners; a oak 
: antious regard to the will of Gop 
iin the conduct of life; and a 
= | governing view to the Future 
tate; an hearty love of common 
* liberty; and a diſintereſted zeal 

por the publich good; a diſtin- 
= guiſhed Wiſdom, and extenſive 
uſefulneſs, in private and pub- 


. life; ; to wear well in the 
— 5 3 various 
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| Deadication. 
various turns of a long courſe of 
years; and be moſt eſteemed by 
the iet men, and by thoſe who 
now one beſt; is the true ex- 
cellency of the reaſonable Batu re,” 
and the greateſt felicity of this 
world; and will give the nobleſt 
 ſatisfaftion, upon the ſtricteſt 
review, render us acceptable in 
the ſight of our Maler, and ju- 
ſtify our hopes of eternal life. 


On ts other hand; the empty 
gaieties of life, uſeleſs honours, 
and hoarded wealth, will only 
upbraid and torment, and leave 
us at laſt to the reproaches of 
our own minds, and the contempt 
of the world about us. 


It theſe di/cour/es, which are 
wholly owing to a fincere con- 
cern for the publick welfare, in 
the preſent juncture of our af- 
fairs, ſhall be found capable, in 


any 


24 
| 
$4 


any mee 
rious purpoſes: to which they are 
directed; I ha 
they will not be un! 
you, but regarded as a ſmall e- 
| ftimony of the t value, and 
particular friendſhip, of 


Your obliged, 
© humble ſervant, 
William Harris 


DISCOURSE I. 
©00090000090090900008 
Gau. XVIII. 32. 


. he 9 992 I will not de- 
frroy it for tens ſake. 


HE words are the cloſe of Diſc. I. 
the remarkable interview be 
tween Gop and Abraham 
when he interceded for the 
preſervation of Sodom, They of 
had long lived in heinous and unnatural 
wickedneſs, and were now ripe for ruin. 
The particular circumſtances of the caſe 
will be conſidered hereafter. N = 
The ſenſe of the words, as they ſtand „ = 
related to the context, may be fitly com- + 
riſed in two propoſitions : 1. Thi iX 
nd wickedneſs naturally tends to bring "= 
deſtruction upon any place where it pre- 
vails, 2. That Gop ſometimes ſpares - =—_ 
wicked places ! for the lake of a few righ- | 
A | teous, —_—_— 


Diſc. I. 


DE CiUl/e 


teous ; W are among he: 
conſider them both, and ar them 3 in 
lah ** „ 


ProrosITION L 


| That heinous wickedneſs naturally Fa 
to the deſtruction Y. * plc = where 


it prevails. 


I ſhall open and zlluſtrate it in the in- 
ſtance before us, and conſider the account 
which is here given of the Vin of this 
people, and of the Judgment which it 


1 158 upon them. 


7 Chap. x11. 


13. 


Xii. 20. 


I ſhall conſider the account of 

their / "is, u, both in the general characters 

which are given of it, and the particular 
ſins which are charged yu them. 

1. As to the general characters of their 


fin. We find their fin was great and cry- 


ing; tis ſaid, the nen of Sodom were wick- 


ed, and famers before the Lord exceedingly : 


And, The cry of Sodom and Gomorrah 


is great, and their fin very grievous. They 
were not ordinary offenders, and did not 


fin at a common rate. T hey exceeded 


all others in the commiſſion of ſin, and 


were the vileſt generation of men upon 


the face of the carth; the very ſink and 


dregęgs of the creation. They were aban- 


quacd to the moſt heinous and horrid 
- wicked- 


R * 
Wn. 


U 


"al ee, 'confulered. WW | 


—— The cry wy their fin waxe /Dile I. 

great before the face of the Lord, 20 cry- eee 
ed aloud for ee Their ſin was 1 

to ſuch a degree as to become proverbial, 
and uſed to repreſent the worſt ſinners: - 
They are all of them to me as Sodom, and ware : 
the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. 1 

Beſides, they were general and 3 
ing. They mingled promiſcuouſſy with 
one another, like people who have the 
plague, and catch the infection from one 
another. The air in which they breath- 
ed was poiſoned and corrupted, and hard- 
ly any among them were ſound and free. 
Iis expreſſed in general terms; the men 
of Sodom were wicked; it was their com- 

mon character. So we find there were 
not ten righteous perſons in all the five 
cities of the plain, when Abraham inter- 
ceeded with Gop for them; probahly, 
none but Lot and his family. 

And their wickedneſs was oper and im- 
pudent. They did not artfully conceal 
their wickedneſs, or run into corners to 

commit it; but they did it in the face of 

the ſun, as well as before the Lord; with- 
out any reverence of Gop, or fear and 
ſhame of man. This may be collected 

from the account here: The men of the © 
city confuſed. the houſe round, both old and 

| young, all the people from every quarter, 
and Tu to Lot, Where are the men which 

A 2 cane 
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| Diſc. I. came in to thee this ki" 3 3 out 
ons that we may know them? They broke 


| Jae 13. 


through all the reſtraints of natural mo- 
deſty, and loſt all ſenſe of ſname, which 
is commonly the laſt hold which is elk. 


upon the mind. 


Philip i. They gloried in their ſhame, and foam: 


ed out their own ſhame. Though their 
fins were like crimſon, and of a ſcarlet 
dye, yet they knew not how to bluſh, 
As the prophet deſcribes the ſtate of the 


. vi. 5. Tees; Were they aſhamed when they com- 


mitted abomination ; nay, they were not at 
all aſhamed, neither could they bluſh. And, 


13. m. 9. The ſhew of their pea dt doth witneſs 


| againſt them; and they declare their fm as 
Sodom, and bide it not. Not only their 
actions, but their looks diſcover it; they 


put a bold face u pon the moſt ſhameleſs 


Crimes. 
Finally, -It was growing and incu rable ; 1 


Gen. xix. The cry of their fin waxed great. They 


"3 grew worſe and worſe, and deſpiſed the 


means of their recovery ; the converſa- 
tion and warning of juſt Lot were treat- 
ed with contempt, where he might ex- 
_ to meet with greater regard; when 
told them, that Gop would de/troy 


Cen. x: 


A this city, he. ſeemed as one who mocked 
uno his fons-in-law. And the Apoſtle 
2Pet. il. ſays, He was vexed with the filthy conver- 
* Kelle * the wicked | Jor that righteous 
men 


man dwelling among them, in ſeeing and Diſc. * 
bearing. vexed his righteous foul from day NW 


15 and pleading with them, to reforin them. Hees. 


laſt, they grew to a monſtrous bulk, and 


by Jong habits and cuſtoms in ſin, grew 


all manner of wickedneſs, yet there were 


mong them, and more peculiar to them- 
ſelves. 


\ 


right by inberitance, or election, or con- 
| gueſt, does not appear. It ſeems they. had 
; 1 bim as their ſovereign, by 


F 
„ , — 3 * 2 1 
12 5 : Wo 
1 3 


a d 


derlaomer, paid him tribute as a mark of 


— pen NE 5 — 22 * 


t day with their unlawful deeds.. There 


are two words uſed; the one ſignifies 


grief of heart, lamenting over their wick- * 
edneſs; the other, his uſing endeavours, bu "TBE 


They were continually adding to the 
heap of their fins, and running deeper 
into freſh arreats of guilt ; fo that, at 


roſe to a prodigious height. They were 
hardened by the deceitfulneſs of fin, and 


pafec all hopes of recovery and amend- 
ment. In ſhort, they had filled up the 
meaſure of their iniquify, and were quite 


. As to the particular ſins charged 
= them. And {tho they abounded in 


ſome particular ſins more remarkable a- 
Thus, for example, they are taxed with | 
rebellion.  Twehve years they ſerved Che- Gen. xiv. 


ſubjection, and in the thirteenth year they 
rebelled againſt him. Whether he had any 


6 


Jud. 7. | 


Gen. xix. 
de may know them: The horrid wicked- 
edneſs couched in that modeſt expreſ- 

ſion, may be gathered from wer. 7, 8. 1 
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Diſc. I. 5 many years quiet ſubmiſſion; 4 pro- 
bably, had ſworn allegiande to him. Up- 


on this account, I ſuppoſe, they are charg- 
ed with rebellion, and throwing off t 


yoke of obedience, which they had ob- 


 liged themſelves to bear. Rebellion, Þ ay 0 
porly fo called, when 'tis againſt a law- 
ful fovereign, and without a juſt and ne- 


_ cauſe, is a very high crime; 
s breaking through folemn engage 
broth and violating the peace and x 85 
order of the world: It proceeds from per- 
fidy, and a turbulent ſpirit, ' and intro- 


duces many calamities, and endleſs con- 
fuſion. 


Beſides, there was ee unrl 
neſs. And though there is reaſon to be- 
lieve they were guilty of every kind of 
it, for they gave themſelves over to forni- 
cation ; yet there is one more infamous 


inſtance of it particularly mentioned, and 
referred to in other places, which ſeemed 


peculiar to themſelves, and to have taken 


its riſe from hence, as it ſtill bears the 


name of the place. This 1s repreſented 
in thoſe words, Bring them out to us, that 


, brethren, do not fo wicke 53 Be 


"hold T have fao9 daughters who have not = 
known man. * "Rr was he of the 


laws 


E N = Od red. „ 


haws of 13 225 that in the 5 Diſc. L : 


confuſion and tranſport of his mind, he 
had rather they ent hit daugh. dd un. 
ters than his gueſts... Perhaps the youth- 
ful and beautiful bodies in which the 
angels appeared, might provoke their luſt, 
and give occaſion to the attempt; as it 

made them mad with rage, and furiouſly 
aſſaulf Lot, ver. 9. | 
This was an unnatural aka 
threatned with death in the law of Ae; Levit ii. 
and twice mentioned by the Apoſtle, un- 3: 
der the terms of Pangea the natural Rom. i. 
aſe of the ſex; an ers of themſelves *7:, 
eo AS And IP Om in CO 
other places of ſcripture, and called, com- — 
mitting abomination ; and the filthy con- 405 
2 of the wicked; and going after .. 
ſtrange fleſh, or other fleſh. Such was Jude 7. 
their monſtrous impurity, not only below 
the dignity of human nature, but even of 
the brutal nature too. 
The prophet repreſents their caſe more 
particularly; Behold, this was the ini- Exck. xvi. 
guity of thy ſiſter Sodom, pride, fulneſs of 49 
bread, and abundance of ideneſs ; neither 
did they ſtrengthen the hands of the needy. 

Pride is an odious crime in the fight of 
Gop and man; tis the riſing and ſwel- 
ling of the mind upon the conceit of 
fome ' ſuppoſed excellence or privilege, 
and oltentunrs, where tis 00M reed! 


an 


2 


[ Diſc. L. and is as contrary to nature, nds as great 
n deformity to the mind, as a tumour 
or ſwelling is to the body. They ſwell- 
ed with the vain imagination, and im- 
meaſurable opinion of themſelves; and 


this diſpoſed them to be reſtleſs and un- 


eaſy in their own minds, and trouble- 


ſome to others, upon the ſlighteſt neg- 


Jet And the pride of their heant be- 


trayed itſelf in inſolent behaviour ; for, 


Exek xvi. tis ſaid, they were haughty. They car- 


53% _ ried it ſcornfully, and with contempt ; 
| and looked down upon all about them 
as at a great diſtance, and with great diſ- 


dain. 


The un 0 n muſt be un- 
derſtood to ſignify not only plenty, and 


abundance of proviſions, which yet is 


fairly implied, and was a great inſtance 
of the bounty of providence ; but the 
abuſe of their plenty, their intemperance 


| and exceſs in eating and drinking. Their 
| Philip, iii belly was their God, and they facrificed 
all the creatures of Gop to this i impure 
idol. They only gratified their ſenſual 
_ appetite, and pampered the fleſh ; and 


* 


the bleſſings o =» which were defign- 
ed for 5. refreſhment of nature, were 


uſed to oppreſs it, and became a curſe 


and a ſnare to FIERY 


And there was abu nas of dent, 


Their plenty bred floth, which is a re- 
TA 


— Gomort: 5 e 


* | 


proachful vice, and unſuitable to our Diſc. T. 


active natures. They unfitted them 
| ſelves for action by their luxury and ex- 


ceſs: They fed too high to be much 


diſpoſed for labour. Their exceſs had 
enervated and difpirited them : 


were clogged and oppreſſed with their 


own weight. They became a lazy and 


_ flothful generation of men, quite uſeleſs 


to the purpoſes of life ; ind were only 
inſignificant cyphers, and lumber in the 


community. By this means too, they 


became an eaſy prey to every Roy mary 
and at full leiſure to be employed by the 
Devil. 


refer to the inhoſpitable treatment of the 


ſtrangers which ſojourned with Lot, 


which was a great breach of all the laws 
of civil ſociety, and common humanity. 


But I rather underſtand it of their un- 


mercifulneſs to the poor. They did not 


relieve the indigent, or ken thoſe in di- 


ſtreſs. They had not the tenderneſs of 
human ot. or any bowels of compaſ- 


Fun toward the poor: Their hearts were 


as iron, and their bowels as braſs, unca- 


pable of relenting, or any kind impreſ- f 


fions. They ſuffered the poor about 
them to want, and periſh, and would 
8 + "A 


And there was wncharitableneſs . 
oppreſſion; they did not ftrengthen the 
hands of the poor and needy. This ſome 


= 
al EE 
r 


55 Diſe. I. e part 23 0 the e from their 
dull tables, or give the leaſt relief out of 
their e ay ſtore. . 
| Vea, tis well if they did not injure 
Li and oppreſs them by griping, and ex- 
acting with the utmoſt rigour, or down 
right injuſtice, and defrauding them of 
their right, when they were in their 
| power ;. as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of rich 
Jam. v. 4. men ofppreſſing the poor, and keeping back 
. the hire of the labourer with fraud. 

Our Lord takes notice of their ord- 

Lukexvii. Iineſs and ſecurity. Likewiſe alſo as it 
0 | na a, in the days of Lot, they eat, they 
_ tant, they bought, they ſold, they Plant 
4; ed, they builded, till the da that Lot went 
out of Sodom. They minded nothing 
but the world, and were wholly taken 
up in purſuing the buſineſs and pleaſures 
of life, to the negle&t of all care of 
their ſouls, or thoughts of Gop, and an- 

other . world : They were men of this 

world, who have their portion in this life. 

9 5 hey were immerſed in worldly affairs, 
and utterly indiſpoſed for the exerciſe of 
ſerious thoughts, or any regard to the 
_ - warnings given them. They were in a 
cConſtant hurry of buſineſs, and deep ſe- 
Y ciurity, till their deſtruction came u 5 

3 them. This is the true picture of 

mm. caſe, in all the ne features of 


3-36. 
I ſhall 
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I chall only further obſerve, that among Diſc. 4 | 


all theſe various inſtances of their fin, — 
which are expreſly mentioned, there does | 
not appear any one inſtance of real good- 
neſs among any of them. 
§2. I proceed to the account of the 

judgment which their fin brought upon 
them. This is repreſented in various 
lights. For cxample, as an unknown 
and extraordinary thing; tis ſpoken of as 
a thing unheard of, and an unparalled 
caſe, without any precedent or example; 
by an immediate vengeance from heaven, 
and which bore a re/emblance, as well as 
a proportion to their uncommon wicked- 4 
neſs ; Then tbe Lord rained upon Sodom Gen. teiths 
and Gomorrah brimftone and fire from the 28. 
Lord out of Heaven; and the ſmoke of the 
country went up as the ſmoke of a furnace. 
It was ſulphur mingled with fire T. He 
rained Hell out of Heaven, as one of the 
Ancients ſpeaks. They burnt in unna- Salvian: 
tural luſts, and were conſumed with a 
preternatural fire from Heaven ; ; as Na- 
dab and Abihu tranſgreſſed by offering 
ſtrange fire before the Lord, which he | 
commanded. them not, and there went out. Levit.s x.L.. 
A from the Lord, and devoured them. 

e ee 
+ Tacitus WY Fulminum iay areiſſe, et x ig cœ - 


leſt flagraſſe. Hif. I. v. Mention is made of it by 
other Heathen authors : Salo, I. 16. Diodorus Sicu- 


lus, I. 19. Plin. I. v. c. 16. Joſepb. de Bello Jud. 
* c. 26. Sor 8 
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Diſc. I The fab; <A is too awful to admit the 
WY dryneſs of bete or I might obſerve, 
that when it is ſaid, the Lord need 
from the Lord out of Heaven, ſome have 
thought that it was by the miniſtry of a 
deſtroying angel, at the appointment of 
328 of which there are ſeveral in- 

in the Old Teſtament; others 

have thought it was by the Meffiab, or 

the divine Lagos; but, perhaps, it is only 

an idiom or form of ſpeech, like that of 


' Exod. Gop to Moſes, the Lord ſaid to Moſes, 


come up unto the Lord, i. e. to himſelf. 
Beſides, it was ſudden and ſurprizing, 
ſuch as is threatned to ſecure and hard- 


Prov. ned finners ; He who being often reproved, 


xeviti. 1. gar dens bis neck, ſhall ſuddenly be defiroy- 
ed, and that 3 remedy. And they 
x Thel. v. who Heal peace and ſafety, reckon all is 
5: well, and no danger near, ſudden deflruc- 
tion cometh upon them, as travail upon a 


woman with child, and they ſhall not eſcape. 


- - Immediately upon Lot's leaving the | mach 
read- 


at the ſun-rifing the next day, the 


Gen. xix. ful deſtruction came upon them. The 


#2: fun was riſen upon the earth when Lot en- 
tered into Zoar, then the Lord rained upon 
Sodom. 'The prophet ſpeaks of the pu- 
Y | ] hs of the fin of Sodom, which cas 
overthrown as 7 a moment, and no hand 
ftaid on her. There was no notice given 
them, or any 4 time to eſcape. 80 tis re- 

| e 


— A ern 2 


preſented by our Lord : Likewiſe alſo! asThſe. I. 
it uus in the days of Lot, e, Len unt tan 
dini but the fame. day that Lot toent 
out of Sodom, it rained. fire and Fa, 
from Heaven, and deſtroyed them all. Very 
probably when they were all aſleep, after 
the revel and debauch of the laſt night, e 
80 perky, in whe midſt . KSr.o unna- 
tural lun. | 229% 
And it was a total and eg ruin; 


— 


called here an overthrow, like a i 50 
thrown from its foundation: Aud he ober- Gen. ar. | 
threw thoſe cities, and all the plain, ad] 
all. the | inhabitants F the city, and that 


. fury ther gromd »The 


Evangeliſt ſays, He deſtroyed on all. And 
the Apoſtle ſays, He turned rb Cities. of 21 : 8 i. 
Sodom and Gomorrah into aſhes, n- 
demning them with an overthrow, + This is 
often referred to in epd. and made 
the pattern of any deſttuction 
brought upon other places for their fin. 
When Jrael forſook the covenant of the 
Lord Gop of their fathers, and went and 
ſerved other gods, tis threathed, The hole Deut. 
land ſhall be brimftone and ſalt; n | 
ing, that it is not ſown, nor btaretb, nor” 
any grafs grow therein, like the overthrow 13 
of Sodom CO Gomorrah, Admah and 
Zeboim, which the Lord overthrew in bis 
| anger and in his wrath. So Gop threat- 
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e of Sodom 
Diſc. I. ned Babylm, the glory of the kingdom; and 


WAY the beauty of Chaldees excellency, that it 


_ Xl. (ould be as when Gop overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrah: 1 ſhall never be inhabit- 


ed, neither ſhall it be dwelt in from g ene- 


© Zeph. ii. ration 10 generation. And again, Moab 
9: ſhall be as Sodom, and the children of Am- 


mon as: Gomorrah, a perpetual deſolation. . 
They were entirely conſumed and burnt 


to aſhes, and all that pleaſant and plen- 


| | Gen. xii. i, tiful country, which was «ell watered 


10% every There as the garden of the Lord, is 
turned into a dead and noiſome lake: No 
creature can live it, and the baleful 
ſteams blaſt every thing which grows. 
about Wo 

Finally, tis repreſented as an n exemplary 
ent, and a ſtanding pattern of 
righteous vengeance to all other nations, 
and the moſt remarkable inſtance in its 


' | bet. il. kind. So the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it ; Mak- 
„% ing them an example to thoſe who ſhould 


after liue ungodly. Tis an example of 
the greateſt deſtruction which Gop brings 
upon a wicked people, and a lively em- 

blem of the everlaſting deſtruction of 


"AY the wicked in hell. I have overthrown 


ut- ſome of you as Gop overthrew Sodom and 


Jude 7. Gomorrah. And the Apoſtle ſays, Even 


| as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities 
about them—are * forth as examples filf- 
” Vein 1 


| —_— 50110772 2 C071 Tere 7. 135 
fig the vengeance of eternal fire x. They Diſc, I. 


are an example and warning to all other 
places to the end of the world. I . 
ceed to | 


| ProPos 1T10N IL 
. That Gop ſometimes ſpares very mas | 
ed places for the ſake of a few nl 


 Feous which are among them. 


1180 1 ſhall I. Tluftrate the truth of it. 
2. Account for the reaſon of it, and Ju- 
* the divine conduct in it. 


"'S 1. 1» illuftrate the truth of it by 

D proper inſtances recorded in the Scrip- 

\ture, and particularly by the inſtance of 

the text. Thus Gop dealt with the old 

World, when he ſpared it ſeveral ages for 

the fake of the righteous who were in it, 

and did not deſtroy it at laſt till they 

were univerſally degenerate, and all feſh _. 

bad corrupted his way ; inſomuch that one © 

would be ready to think, from the Scrip- 

ture account, that Noab and his family Gen. vi. 

were the only 5 OO perſons left upon 7- · 

| Oo 
* Brernal fre, which was to continue. for many ages, 

and to repreſent the fire which cannot be quenched. 80 

Pliny ſays, F lagrare in Phaſelide montem chimæram, I. x c. 

immortali, diebus et noctibus, flamma.. The whole hi- 106. 

ſtory ſeems to be referred to by many circumſtances in 

the ſtory of Philemon and Baucis in Ovid. Metam. 

1. viii. Vid. Diſſert. Clerici de Sodom: ſubverſione. 
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Dic. I. the 0 When Go 8 many 
. of terrible plagues and judgments upon Pha- 
raub and the Egyptians for their oppreſ- 
ſion of the Maelites, any one of which 
would have deſtroyed the nation, why, 
for the ſake of his people, and at the en- 
treaty of Moſes, he was prevailed. with, 
from time to time, to remove the judg- 
maent from them; and did not deſtroy 
Gen. vii Pharaoh and his hoſt, till he hardened his 
"3 heart, and became incurably obſtinate, 
and had no longer Moſes to intercede, 
Nor any 'of the people of Nuel among 
_ . 
When the Maelites tha ſelves pro- 
voked the anger of the Lord by their 
diſobedience and rebellion in the wilder- 
neſs, a plague broke forth upon them, 
which would have utterly conſumed 
them, if Moſes had not ſtood in the 
| breach, and turned away the anger of 
: _ _ Gor: Therefore he ſaid that be would 
Exod. deſtroy them, had not Moſes his choſen 
* flood before him in the breach. 80 when 
they provoked Gop by making the golden 
n. /. At another 3 Phineas executed 
9. Juggment, and the plague was ſtaid. And 


* when they deſpiſed the promiſed land, 
| —xvi. 20. Samuel lid for their deliverance out 


5, Sm. | of the n Philiftines. And 
li . Gov accepted Jobs interceſſion for his 


three friends, Tis a remarkable inſtance 


Jomorral 5 60% eee T7 


purpoſe in the prophet : Num fo Diſc. I. 
| 5 through the fireets of Jeruſalem, AA 
and bv now; and know, and feek in tbe Jer. u. 1. 
broad places thereof, where there is the 
greateſt reſort of people, i you can 
wp” if there be any who 2 5 
ment, and ſeeleth truth, and Twill pardm 
11. He would ſave 75 gſalem at that 
time for one man; and it was not utter- 
ly deſtroyed at laſt, after a long courſe 
of formality, and hypocriſy, and wick- 
edneſs, till they had not only Killed the 
prophets, and ſtoned them who were ſent 
uno them, but crucified the Lord of life, 
and filled up the meaſure of their iniquity, 
and became incurably blind and hard- 
ened. 
S8 op ſometimes delays the execution 
of a threatened judgment, or removes a 
judgment inflicted, or abates and ſhortens | 
it, and don't utterly deſtroy a wicked 
people, till there are no righteous left 
among them, or they are taken away from 
the evil to come. So Sodom was not de= * 
ſtroyed, till Lot was removed out of it. 
Hot thee, N ape thither, for I cannot db Gen. xix. 
any thing till thou art come thither. And 22. 
5 Lord ſays, that for the elect ſake, the Matt. 
days of — which were to come xxiv. 
upon the earth, fould be ſhortened. Tis _ 
for the ſake of the wheat that the tares iii. 
are 1 to grow in the field of the 29. 
. church 
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"Di. I. E ig to the end of the 2 1 
A bence we juſtly conclude, that all the 
cities and nations of the earth are pre- 
ſerved from deſtruction, for the fake of 
the righteous men which are among 
them. 
But the greateſt inſtance of al, is that 
of the text; and we may conceive of it 
in this order. Go p firſt comes down 
do enquire into the matter. So tis repre- 
Gen. xvii. ſented; And the Lord ſaid, becauſe the 
„ of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and 
their. fin very grievous, Twill go down now, 
and ſee whether they have done altogether 
according to the cry of it which is come 
wnto me; and if not, I will know it. This 
is ſpoken after the manner of men, and 
in the language of a judge; who firſt ex- 
amines into the truth of the facts, and 
merits of a cauſe, before he paſſes ſen- 
tence; and is deſigned to ſhew the wiſ- 
dom and impartiality of the divine N 
Ceedings. 
8 In the next place, he acquaints Abra- 
bam with it, who was the friend of Gop, 
and had the greateſt intereſt in him ; and 
1 gives him an opportunity of pleading with 
WW bim, and offering what he could in their 
favour. And the Lord ſaid, ſhall I hide 
from Abraham the thing whip TI a — 
for I know him, that he <oill command his 
Prey and his bouſbold after him, that 
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ws, 7 Gomorrah, E 


they ſhall keep the way of the Lord. This $4. | 
plainly diſcovered a 1 N to ſpare JW 


them, and that he was not abſolutely de- 


termined upon an immediate deſtruction, 
without any farther conſideration what=. 


ſoever. - And tho' they were wicked and 
- unworthy, and deſeryed no pity or re- 
gard on their account, yet he would 


ſpare them upon the account of others; 


and if any thing could be propoſed to 


render it worthy of Gop, and conſiſtent 


with his perfections and government. 


And then there is Abraham's plea with 


Gop, or the argument he uſes, and 
which Gop allows. And Abraham drew 
near, and ſaid, that is, to the divine 
gbry, the ſymbol of his preſence, or to 


the angel which remained with him, Wilt Gen. xviii, : 
thou alſo deſtroy the righteous irh the 28. 25. 
wicked ; that be far from thee to do after 


: this manner, to ſlay the righteous with the 
wicked ; ond that the righteous ſhould be 
as the wicked, that be far from thee. 
Shall not the judge of all the earth db 


right ? Can it ſtand with the rectitude of 


thy nature, and the juſtice of thy go- 
vernment, to involve the righteous and 


the e in one common ruin, and 
make no difference between them and the 5 


other. This 8 is allowed. | 
And then follows Gop's merciful con- 


een to Arabun upon this ground. He 
. propoſes 
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Diſc. 1. eee his « own e ont . he 
WIE thought reaſonable and ſafficient : Per- 
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Gen. xvii, os there be fifty righteous within 
oh the city, wilt thou alſo deſtroy, and not 
Hare the place for fifty righteous which | 
are therein? A (mall number for five 
whole cities. This was readily g 
The Lord ſaid, if I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous within the city, then I will ſpare 
the place for their ſake. When Abraham 
had begun, he was 4 willing to br 
over at the firſt propoſal ; and there 
in the next 7 he propoſes, with high 
reverence of Gop, and humble di 
* dence of himſelf; Behold, now 1 — | 
talen upon me 10 ſpeak | unto the Lord, who 


| —ver. 27. m but duſt and aſhes ; peradventure there 


hall lack five of fifty righteous, wilt thou 


 defiroy all the city for lack of fine? This 
was putting it in the moſt ' favourable 
manner, and to the greateft advantage. 


And this was granted too: And be ſaid, 
if 1 find there forty-jtve, I will not de- 
ſtroy it. Being deeply ſenſible of the 
| miſery of the caſe, he advances a ſte 
farther : Peradventure there ſhall be forty 
— 29: found there ; --- And be ſaid, I wilt not do 
tt for forty ſake, 

Having gone thus far, he 1 was loth to 
_ give it up, but deprecates the divine diſ- 

+ pleaſure, and ventures to make another 
offer: And he ſaid, O let not the 281 


and Gomorra 
three thr full — A CE 
was accepted; I will nat do it, if I, © 

8 there. Afterwards he comes 
I or ans. 111, . 
ten. O let not the Lord be angry, 3 

will ſpeak but this once : He ſpeaks as if 

he were afraid of tiring out the divine 

tience, and provoking his anger againſt 
imſelf, while he was ſueing for mercy 

to others; Peradventure ten ſball be found 

there: And, O amazing goodneſs! He = 
faid, I will not deſtroy it far tens jake. 3 

This was the moſt ſurprizing inſtance of 

4 condeſcending goodneſs, beyond al ex- 

ample and imagination. | 

Lis very obſervable here, that * 

ham left off firſt: He gave over aſking, be- 

fore Gop gave over granting.” The divine 

goadueſs was greater than Abraham's faith. 

he might have gone lower yet, 

and have faved the five cities, if there 

had been one righteous man in each. | 

8 2. I am to account for it, and ju- 

ſtify the divine conduct, We have ſeen 

the truth of the fact, let us now con- 

ſider a little the reaſon of it. One would 

be ready to think, that every one ſhould 

ſtand upon his own bottom, and fare ac- 


cording to his reſpective e that the _—_ 
righteous. ſhould be faved in his righ- _ 
teouſneſs, and che wicked periſh in his 
Wicked 
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Diſc: I. chats} Low chen is it K Gov 
WY will ſpare the wicked for the ſake of the 


righteous? I anſwer, that this muſt be 
underſtood only of preſent and 7 


ral judgments, not of the final pant 
ments of the future flate, which are of 
a different conſideration ; and of this ſome 


account ye be _ in the follow! ing 
lars. 
7 to give a greater Aar of the 


divine mercy. Tis an illuſtrious inſtance 
of goodneſs, to ſpare the unrighteous for 
the ſake of the rigbteous; to fave thoſe. 


| who have deſerved to be puniſhed, and 
whoſe fins. cry aloud for ſpeedy ven- 


geance ; who have no righteouſneſs of 
their own to recommend them to his fa- 


vour, or move his compaſſion toward 
them. And to fave mary. finners for the 


fake of a few righteous, five whole cities 


for the ſake of ten righteous perſons, two 
for each city. Gop ſometimes ſpares a 


whole city, or country, for the take of 


a few righteous which are ſcattered up 
and down among them; a great num- 
ber of ſinners, for a ſmall handful of 


righteous men, who have an intereſt in 


God, and plead for their preſer vation. 
How wonderful an inſtance is this of 


goodneſs ? What propenſity to mercy 
does it ſhew ? How amiable does it ren- 
er the divine * ; how l our 
| love 
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* | — | and Gomorrah, confidered. 6 4 23 5 9h 
great is his goodneſs; and O the riches of WW. \ 
his mercy ! How much beyond all ex- | 
ample; how worthy of Gop, and un- 

like the mercy of creatures to one an- 
ather 2 hp het 33 2 


2. To ſhew his value of real righ- 
teouſneſs, and the regard he has to the 
prayers of righteous men. Real righ- 
teouſneſs is the image of Gop upon the 
| foul of man, and a conformity to his 
holy nature: We are holy as be is bojy. 
"Tis the moſt amiable and excellent thing, 
in the ſight of Gop, in this lower world, 
as tis the neareſt reſemblance of him 
ſelf : The righteous Lord Ioveth righteouſ*- 
neſs, and his countenance doth behold the 
upright. He looks upon them with plea- 
ſure, and loves the reflection of his own. 
image upon them. So his people are re- 
preſented as his treaſure, his jewels, and 
the apple of his (eye, to ſignify his high _ 
value and tenderneſs towards them: 5 
And no wonder then they have a great 
| intereſt in him, as well as a great con- 
cern for the good of others. They plead 
with Go p with acceptance, and be 3 
pleaſed with their importunity: The 
prayer of the upright is his delight ; and 
whatſoever they aſk in the name of Chri/t, 
and according to his will, he heareth them. 
| They have power 9oith Gop, and pre- 


vatl ; 


Di l. at; arid the fervent, effeftual prayer of 
4 righteous man availeth much. Righteous 
Jam.V- men have a great concern for the good 
of the world, and are deeply affected 
with the miſeries of the wicked; and 
they wre/tle with Gop for their — 
ance and preſervation. Now for the ſake 
13 of the righteous he does not deſtroy the 
wicked. Tis not becauſe he is not an- 
gry with the wicked, for Gop is angry Mi 
with the wicked every day, but becauſe he 
CY: loves the righteous. He e will rather bear 
| With the wicked, who are his enemies, 
than ſuffer his friends and favourites to 
be hurt; and the cry of their prayers is | 
more prevalent, than that of the others 
fins. e ke 
in. There are with ends of government 
and providence anſwered by it. The righ- 
teous and wicked mingle together in this 
world: The rares grow with the wheat ; 
14 © and they are ſuffered to do fo, for this 
w_ 8 reaſon, left they gather the wheat with 
we LE the tares ; but the righteous and wicked 
. f will be ſeparated hereafter, uben the time 
= of harveſt is come; and then the wheat 
wo E will be gathered into the barn, and the 
_ Matth. fares will be caſt into unquenchable fire. 
un 32 But in this world it is otherwiſe. Judg- 
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1 ments cannot come upon any place, with- 
1 = _ - out falling upon one as well as the other. 
1 The friends and enemies of Gop muſt 
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| ſhare a common fate, and be made equal Diſc. I. 
one another. Go p forbears to puniſh SW. IF 
the wicked, becauſe they arefmingled ' , 
with the righteous ; and the one cannot 
be nor = but the other muſt ſuffer 
And this conſideration Abraum 
urges with Gop here, ver. 23 and 25, 

Beſides that Gop often, by this means, 
trys the wicked afreſh, and gives them a 
pace of repentance. He is willing to fo 
whether any of them may be reclauned _ 
by the example and influence of righ- 
teous men, as the example and converſa- 
tion of Lor in Soden. Perhaps the good. 
neſs of Gon may lead ſome of them m 

ance; and they may be recover- = 

ed by further means, and longer exerciſes 1 
of patience, ho have been irreclaimable 


a 


hitherto. Perhaps there are ſome of them | 

to be gathered in, and he waits the ſea=. _ —_— 
ſon of their recovery, and that he may : = 
be gracious to them. The Lord knoweth Ml 
them ho are his, at the greateſt diſtance, =_ 
and in the worſt circumſtances; and pre- > =_ 


ſent judgments, and deſtruction, might 

prevent ſome deſigns of his mercy, and =—_ 

| loſe the glory of their recovery. _._ ns 
| . To —_ — g dhe y ut⸗ 

terly 1Nexcu to great- 

eſt 2 — laſt. If 4. all the exer- 

ciſe of mercy and patience towards them, 

and the long oy: of deſerved Judy: F 


101 ments; 


The * l 


Dic. I ments; if after all his willingneſs to 3 
WY them, and to be prevailed with by the 
righteous among them, they ſtill remain 
ſecure and obſtinate; how clear will be 
their condemnation, how juſt their pu- 
niſhment and deſtruction ? Were not S- 
dom and Gomorrah juſtly deſtroyed, when 
they continued impenitent after the long 
exerciſe of divine goodneſs toward them, 
the converſation of Lot among them, and 
the interceſſion of Abraham on their be- 
half? Who. was to blame, and where 
muſt the fault be laid? Is there: unrigh- 
| teoufneſs with GOD? Is Gop —_—— ? 
Will not every guilty mouth: be ft 
and he be clear when be. judgeth, an 8 
Alea when he ſpeaketh 
And ſo it will be in the caſe of * 
ſinners. It will render the divine pro- 
cedure unexceptionable, and vindicate the 
divine ſeverity, in the greateſt judgments 
of Gon upon wicked places, and in the 
final puniſhment of the wicked. 
If it be ſaid here, Does not Go D 
ſometimes puniſh wicked places, where 
there are ſome righteous: among them; 
and do not righteous men ſometimes pe- 
riſh in a common calamity ; and are all 
ruined in the other world, who fall by 
publick judgments in this? I ſhall only 
briefly ſuggeſt the following hints. Gop 
W 0 waits before he F u m_ 


q for 
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for the ſake 2 the righteous. 'Tis uſually Diſc. * 
a conſiderable time before he comes to a 
reſolution to deſtroy them, how wicked 
ſoever they are: Their righteou ſneſs hg- 
nifies thus much at leaſt, and, I believe, 
always, and without exception: It pre- 
vails to delay and defer the judgments of 
Gop, where it does not wholly prevent 
them. I doubt not but Szdom would 
have been deſtroyed ſooner, if Lot had 
not been in it. And he often removes 
righteous men from approaching judg- 
ments, and fakes them away from the evil 
to come. They are ſafe in harbour be- 
fore the ſtorm ariſes. Tis often very 
ominous, and a preſage of judgment, 
when God is gathering righteous men 
out of the world, eſpecially eminently 
good and uſeful men; as Lot was called 
out of Sodom juſt before the deſtruction 
came upon them. However, their ſouls 
will be ſaved in the day of the Lord, 
when they loſe their lives in a common 
diſtreſs: They will deliver their own fouls, 
when they cannot prevail for the favin 
of thoſe about them. The caſe of the 
text relates to extraordinary judgments, 
inflicted, immediately by Gop himſelf, 
not to the courſe of ordinary providence, 
and natural cauſes, which neceſſarily have 
their effect, without a divine interpoſure 

to venta After all, there is a Jove- 
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Me caſe of Sodom 


' Diſc. I, reigity « the divine mercy.s wa the = 


wy righteous Gop, who never deals unjuſt. 


ly with the wickedeſt men, may dif- 

penſe his mercy in what Yet ing 
what manner, and what nter he thinks 
fit, and his unſcarchable wildom ſhall di- 
rect. 


I ſhall conclude. with ſome pracrical 


Reflections upon what has been fad. 


1. Let this lead us to a ſerious revieu 
of our own fin. I truſt our fan i is neither 
ſo great, or ſo general, as was that of 


Sodom; and that we have many righ- 


teous men in this city, and in every part of 
the nation, among all the ſeveral denomi- 
nations of chriſtians among us, more than 

in all the five cities of the plain; yet I 


| Fake there is reaſon to fear, that there 


is no inſtance of Sodom's fin, but! is to be 


found among ſome or other of us, even che 
vileſt and groſſeſt inſtance not 


We exceed them in privilege and adyan tage, 


'and, like Capernaum, are lifted up to Hea- 
ven; ſuch, as if they had enjoyed, they 


Matt. xi. might have repented and continued to this 


23 


day: But we reſemble them in their ſin, 
and have ſome fins of high aggravation, 


peculiar to ourſelves, and, in this reſpect, 
are greater, ſinners than they; as the pro- 


Ezck. xvi. phet ſays of Feruſalem, $ dom, thy fifter, 


. 


Lord ſays, upon this account, it will be 


bas not done as thou haſt done. And our 


ers 


more ae * ae an 


in the day of judgment, than for Gore ; 
Thus the profaning the facred name 


of Gop by impious oaths, and more than 
| helliſh imprecations upon themſelves, and 


others, which are every where to be met 


with, eſpecially among the lower orders : 


of men, without any check or reſtraint, 


tho in denen 6 all ths ſho: ed - 


and man, and to the grieyous offence of 


every pious ſoul: Becauſe of ſwearing the 
land mourneth, The growing infidelity 


of the preſent age, and contempt of di- 
vine revelations, and divine appointments. 


The formality and indifference, without 
the life and power of religion, among 
many of the profeſſors of it. The pride, 
and luxury, and extravagance of life, be- 
yond mens figure and fortune in the 


World, ſo very prevailing; the ee N 
rance and exceſs ; the impurities of 


kind; the wncharitableneſs and oppreſ- 
ſion; the prejudices and animoſity among 


ourſelves, and to the government under 


which we are protected, which is to be 
found among many, make a great 

for judgments from heaven, and loudly 
call for deep humiliation, and earneſt ſup- 


plications to Gop, this day, for the pre- 


ſervation and proſperity 0 the nation. 


2. Righteous men are the ffability and 


* of the 8 where tlity live. 


"uy 8 


6 8 = 
- 


29 


Jer. xxiii. 


10. 


+ DS 1 a | 
bie. x They-s are U be a Js 5 "ITY 


Job xxii. 
; 30. 


of any people from the judgments of 
God, and the power of their enemies. So 
Elihu ſays, He * ſtall deliver the ifland 0 

the innocent, and it ſhall: be delivered b 

the Purencſe of his bande, how much ſo- 
ever that is derided and deſpiſed. The 
Wiſeman ſays, Righteouſneſs exalteth a 
nation; but n is the reproach of any people. 
The throne 1s eſtabliſbed in righteouſneſs, 


and the welfare and proſperity of the 


people depend upon it. Righteous men 
are the true glory and ſecurity of the 


places to which they belong. Gop ſpares 


| a wicked city, or kingdom, for the ſake 


of the righteous who are among them; 
and they are of more conſequence to cheir 
ſafety and welfare, than all the inhabi- 
tants beſide. One righteous Lot, and his 
family, in Sodom, prevailed for the. de- 


laying judgments and deſtruction ; and 


ten righteous perſons would have proval 


ed for the ſaving of it. 


Every righteous man is a treaſure to . 
the place where he lives, and contributes 


to the continuance of bleflings, and keep- 


ing off judgments from coming down 
upon it ; and a conſiderable number of 
righteous. men, is the beſt ſecurity, and 
means of eſtabliſhment... T hey are the 
pillars of the earth, who uphold the world 
| a and i. there were no ä 
men 
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{ently deſtroyed. Of what conſequence © 


| men left in it, the world would _ pre- Diſc. — 


and importance is real righteouſneſs; of 

what value and excellence are righteous 
perſons? How truly may we" fay, The prov. xii. 
righteous is more excellent than his neigb 28. 


bour, and the N are the exccHent” of Pal. xvi. 


che rb. n . 
-— oy, e enable conduct of Wick. 
| 6d men in iajuring and perſecuting the 
righteous. They are the ſecurity of the 
places where they are, and they owe their 
ſafety to them. — the 
ed of the woman and the /erpent's 4, 
1 9 as the fall of man, and Los 
with Cain's hatred of his brother Del, 
becauſe he was more righteous than he; 1 John 
but it has been continued through every Wl. 23. 
age to this day: 80 the Apoſtle fays; _ 
But as then be who was born after the Gal. iv. 
fleſh perſecuted. him 'oho do mes i oo 19. 
"the ſpirit, even ſo it is now." 
But what unaccountable folly is this? | 
Does not their rage blind their minds? 
For tis they who keep off the judgments | 
of Gor from them; and by their hatred 
and violence 'to the righteous,” they cut 
the ground upon which they ſtand” from 
_ them, and deſtroy their own ſecu- 
1 hey undermine the foundation on 
which the building entirely reſts, and, 
* 9 bl ind and enraged, pull 


down 


». 
* 


_—” Wo ä 


D. I. down wit — of cha nn ad in- 
volve themſelves in a common ruin. As 
if when a city is beſieged by a powerful 
3564 3 enemy, the inhabitants ſhould demoliſh 
11 1 5 the fortifications, and open a breach for 
ms the enemy to enter. They break down 
1 their own defence, and open a way for 
the judgments of Gop upon themſelves. 
certainly act like men void of rea- 
—_ fon and conſideration, who uſe them ill 
—_ to whom they are moſt obliged, and up- 
"if IE whom their common ſafety depends. 
Let righteous men uſe their beſt 
intereſt with Gop, and intercede with 
him for the places in which they live. 
The cry of our fin is great every where; 
many — ſins of Sodom prevail in moſt 
places, and cry for judgments from hea- 
ven : Let the righteous who are among 
them plead with Gop as Abraham did, 
for the places where they dwell, and ſend 
up a counter. cry to the cry of our ſins. 
Uſe your intereſt with Gop this day, 
now the whole nation is upon the knee 
before Gop, that abounding wickedneſs 
may not bring down deſerved judgments, 
and that the anger of Gop may be re- 
ſtrained, and that we may be preſerved 
from the power and deſigns of our ene- 
mies, 2 juſt and *. 
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Let all 3 righteous in every part ot Diſe. + 
1 nation join with one heart in faying, , 
Save thy people, and bleſs thine inheritance ; * xxix. 
feed them alſo, and lift them up for ever, 9 
And the force of ſo many united prayers. 
would come with holy violence to heaven, 
and promiſe ſucces to all our affairs. And 
tis a dreadful caſe with any people, and 
a certain preſage of approaching ruin, 
When Gop is ſo far provoked as to ay, 
| 1 Moſes and Samuel ſdood before me, Jer. xv. 1. 
et ny mind could not be towards this people. - | 
And, Though theſe three men, Noah, Da- Ezek. xiv. 
niel, and Job, were in it, they Suu de- "+ 
| liver but their own ſouls by their righteouſ- 
neſs, ſaith the Lord. 

To conclude, What encouragement is 
this to become righteous ? Let us ceaſe to 
do evil, and . to do well : Let the 
wicked man forjake his way, and the un- 
righteous man bis thoughts, and ket bim 
turn unto the Lord, har he may obtain 
mercy from God to himſelf, ich. is the 
_ firſt and greateſt conſideration, and may 
become a publick bleſſing to the world. 
Let every man be induced to become 
righteous, not only for the ſake of his 
own ſoul, but of love to his country, 
and zeal for the publick good. By this 
means he will become a bleſſing to the 
place where he lives, and contribute to 

the keeping | off the Judgments of Gop, 
"W | and 


n 


his 
eqQuence 
the 


e and curſe 
e, Who break 
down the 


1 
of national 


have all contr 


perſon, who truly 


more conſ- 


are, 
ad bring 
n them. 
one be ambitious to contribute to the 


eee ee eee eee ee eee e leere ee 


common 
this way, every one may do 


ace, and 


* 


o 


; and the meaneſt 
may 


fears God 


be of 
publick than his greate 
ghbour, and become a bleſſing to 


nts of God u 
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„en, ,,, 

Mom all theſe things happened to 
them for examples; and are 
written for our admonition, up- 

on whom the ends of the world 


are come. „ . 


HE Apoſtle in the 
of this chapter, propoſes the 
example of the Maelites to 
| the chriſtian church, for 
their warning and caution, 
by diſſuade them from their fins, which 
rought the judgments of Gon upon them. 
Tf hind ah een examples $f in- 1 Cor. x. 
tent that we ſhould not Juſt after evil 6. 
things, as they alſo luſted; that we ſhould 

take warning by their example. And 
_here in the text : All theſe things happen- 

15 E 2 | ed, 


ing Diſc. II. 


* 


* 


The caſe of the Tiraclites | 


Diſc II. a. or befel. them: Jer examples. The 


word, in both places, is ro types or 


figures of things to come in like caſes. 


And are written for our admonition, 


upon whom the ends of the world are come; 


for our inſtruction and warning, to avoid 
their ſins, and eſcape their puniſhment, 
Who live under the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
or in the laſt ages of the world. And 
great uſe may be made of them, where 
they are rightly conſidered and im- 


. proved. 


In order to this Baia 1 ſhall pro- 


| hy 1. To repreſent the caſe of the 


and ſtate the fact. 2. Conſider 

the * of the example, and ſhew what 

inſtruction it is proper to give us, and 

what influence it ought to have upon us, 
to diſſunde us from their ſins. 


szeriox I. 


= ſhall repreſent the caſe, _ ſtate 
het fact. And to ſet this example before 
you to greater advantage, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to confider the /n with which 
they are here charged; and the puniſh- 
ment which was inflited bo them, * | 


on that account. 


|; - 0 1-6 fs which are here PPAR ed 
u upon. them ——T1 ſhall. briefly ſettle * 
| ſenſe 


r the Wilderneſs, confidered. 37 


ſenſe of each, and illuſtrate it by the hi- Diſc. II. 
ſtory to which it refers. Thus for ex. ; 
ample, ' He ſpeaks of their ling after 1 Cor. x. 
evil things, They luſted after fleſh, when ©: 
they We mama ſufficient provided for 
them. So we find, The mixed multitude Numb. xi. 
 awwhich was among them fell a luſting, and* 
the children of Ifrael wept again, and ſaid, 
Who ſhall give us fleſ to eat? We remem- 
ber the fiſh we aid eat in Egypt freely, 
| but now our ſoul is dried away; there is 
_ nothing at all befides this manna before our | 
_ eyes. So the Pfalmiſt ſays, ' They hyfted ex- Pal. cri. 
ceedingly in the wilderneſs, and tempted '* 
 Gop in the deſert; They were not fatil- 
fied with mana, but called it Jght bread, 
tho' it was bread from heaven, and is call- 
ed, upon that account, angels food. They 
wanted eh as well as manna; and even 
that did not ſatisfy their unruly appetite; 
When he gave them manna and quails from Pfalm 
beaven, fleſh to their bread, they were not *ii- 8. 
ranged from their luſts. on 
And then there was 7dolatry. | Neither 
be he idolaters, as were' ſome of them. This, 
probably, refers to the caſe of the golden 
calf. Tis ſaid in the hiſtory ; They have Exod. 
made them a molten calf, and have wor- xi. 8. 
ſhipped it, and: have ſacrificed thereunto ; 
and J 0 Theſe be thy gods, O Iſrael, which 
OE zee out of the land of Egypt. The 
Plalmiſt 


The caſe if 1 Thraelites 


Die. II. Plalmiſt refers to this, when he fays 
WA They made a calf in Horeb, „ 
bed a molten image; where Gop had juſt 
| before given his law, and expreſly for- 
bidden idolatry in the beginning of it; 
thus they changed their glory into the fimi- 
litude of an ox which eateth graſs. This 
was a ſtrange inſtance of ſtupidity and 
 ingratitude, after ſuch amazing appear- 
ances of power and mercy in their fa- 

vour. 

We have another inſtance of this kind, 
| when the people began to commit qobore- 


| Numb. dom with the daughters of Moab, and they 


xv- 1 2. called the people to the ſacrifice of their 
gods ; and the people did eat, and boww.down 
45 their gods : And Iſrael joined himſelf to 
Baal-peor, and the anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt Iſrael. This is taken no- 


Fal. cvi. tice of by the Pſalmiſt; They joined them- 


. 


ſelves alſo ta Baal-peor, "and eat the ſacri- 
fices of the dead. They were mingled among 


35. the heathen, and learned their works. They 


erved their idols, which were a ſnare 10 
them ; yea, they ſacrifice their fons and 
daug brers to devils, __ e Nerd to the 
A of Canaan, According to the bar- 
barous rites of the country, they ſacri- 
ficed to demons, and infernal ſpirſts not 
only their beaſts, but their children, 
_ the altars of the idols of Ca- 

naar. 


en, 708 G1, 222 gung 


nan U, * — this in — Diſc H. 

K's ked him to anger with . 

| Li EE and moved him to Jen. e 53. 

toufy with their graven images. This was | 
cContrary to natural light and reaſon, as 

well as the expreſs law of Gop at Horeb'; 

and a breach of the fundamental agree- 
ment between Gop and this people, and 


tte deſign of their peculiarity. 


Beſides, there was fornication : Nei. a Car. x. 
ther let us commit fornication, as fome of 
| them committed. This attended the l. 
fices of Baal-peor, and was a uſual prac- 
tice in the Heathen idolatry. Of this we 
read in the hiſtory : They vexed you in Numb. 
their wiles woherewrth they had a. 4-0 xXv. 18. 
you in the matter of Baal-peor, and in 
the matter of Cozbi, daughter of the prince 
of Midian, their \fifter, who was 15 in 
the day Fan 1 qo hi 
| | this 


* Baal ſignifies Lord, or ; Maſter, 0 was ths ah 
cient god of the heathen Canaan; tes, whom the 1/-ael- 
ites were drawn to worſhip by the arts of the Moabires. 
Peor was an high mountain in the land of Moab, upon 
Which the temple of Baal ſtood: And he was called 

Baal. peor, as F zpiter was called Ohmpins, upon the 
ſame account, 

Some have thought Baal. peor was the fame with 
Adonis, or Orus, who was worſhipped among the 
Egyptians, and eaſtern nations, Calm. Dict. de Sanct. 
Bibl. Mai monides, and the Rabbins, make him the 
ſame with Priapus : But the learned Selden thinks it 
was Pluto, and that the Pfalmiſt refers to him cvi. 28. 
They joined themſelves to Baal-peor, and eat the ſacri- 
fices of the dead: The ſacrifices which were offered to 
appeaſe the manes of the dead. Vid. De Diis Syris. 
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Diſe II. this. is —— hon in — rod ne 
ol ver. 7. The people ſat drum to eat and 
eint, at their idol's feaſt, - and. roſe up to 
play, or to dance, as they did round about 
the golden calf, and at their ia wor- 
hipot +. 

pods they. tempted the Land: Neither | 
1 us tempt Cbriſt as they alſo tempted. The 
moſt natural conſtruction ſeems to be, as 
_ they tempted Chriſt, who was the angel 
who led them in the wilderneſs, and had 
the direction and conduct of them all 
along, and whom they were cautioned 

not to offend, and required to hearken to: 
. '. Behold I ſend my angel before thee, to ke 
tbee in the way, and to bring n to t 
place which T have prepared: Beware of 
him, obey bis voice, provoke him not; for 
he will not pardon your tranſgreſſions; for 
my name is in him: i. e. his authority, as 
| he was appointed by him, and his vice- 
gerent; and, probably, was preſent with 
them at the giving of the law, and is re- 
ferred to by St. Stepben, when he ſays, 
ii. This is he who was in the church in the 
wilderneſs, with the angel who Jake to him 
in mount Sinai; and with our fathers, who 
recerved the lruely oracles to give unto us. 
And in this reference Moſes is ſaid to 
 efteem the reproach of Chriſt greater riches 
than the treaſures of Egypt. And fo the 
I 8 _ ſtands in full force, 
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nd. appeats to great advantage : And\fo Diſe UI. A, 
the ancient Chri/tan Writers pretty g — 
ral underſtood it. 
And they tempted the Lord, or. - made 9 
an undue proof and trial of him by their 
— diſtruſt, and raſh preſump- 
tion, notwithſtanding all the wonders of 
his power and mercy. They did not truſt 
him for what he bad ptomiſed, and gon. 0 | 
them rewor to expect from him ; and _— 
they expected from him what he had _—_ 
never promiſed, or given them any reaſon —_— 
to expect; which is the proper extent f Bb 
tempting One We have an inſtance of 5 
both theſe kinds in the Plalmiſt ; For all pam 
this they finned fill, and believed not his Xl. 30. 
wonder ful works, And again; They tempt- — 18. 
ed Gor in their hearts, and aſked meat 
for their liſts : Not for their hunger, but 
to gratify their ſenſual appetites, and 
wanton deſires; and without any leave 
and warrant from him. 
Finally, their murmuring is particularly x Cor. x. 
charged upon them: Neither murmur ye 9 
as ſome of them alſo murmured. This was 
remarkable and ' notorious ; for 'tis ſaid, 
That all the children of Iſrael — Numb. 

_ againſt Moſes, and againſt Aaron: And *-7: 
| alk congregation ſaid to bim, Would 
| Gop we had died in the land of Egypt; 

or would Gop we had died in the wilder- 
: "ll n. have M * us to 2 
#F lan 


2 + 6p Bing to return to Egypt? 
ſaid one to another, let us make a 
and return to Egypt. And when | 
and Caleb remonſtrated againſt their raſh- 
neſs and folly, they grew-outrageous, and 
Numb. the whole congregation bad ſtone them with 
My i ſtones. So in another place, The" people 
Numb. fake againſt G op, and againſi Moſes, 
' Wherefore have ye brought us up- out 9 
Egypt, 0 die in the + w- there 
is no bread; neither water, © our foul 
hatheth this light bread. Tis obſerved 
Paal. cvi. by the Pſalmiſt, They murmured in their 
19 tents, and bearkened not to the voice 'of the 
It was a great aggravation of their ſin; 
ttat it was ſo general and prevailing; for 
4ll the people, and the whole congregation. 
Murmur againſt Gop, andi againſt Mo- 
ſes and Aaron, and Foſhua and Caleb, the 
great inſtruments of providence, and 
9ſt their preſervation. And this was re- 
=} peated upon every freſh difficulty which 
_ aroſe, and continued for a long time to- 
3950 gether. This is implied in thoſe expreſ- 
Numb. hons, How lang will this provoke 


XIV. If, 


ne? How long will it be ere they. believe 


me for all the ſigns which I have ſbeum 
——22. among them? And they tempted me now 


theſe ten times, and have not 9 to 
ny voice. And this is particularly taken 


- # 


x = 


7 2 e 43 
notice of by the Plalmiſt, How often did Diſc. U. 


Many a time did vevii. 0. 
. provoked bim _ 
web their councils. And "forty years long —xcv. 10. 
| d with this generation; during 
the whole time of their paſſage through 
the wilderneſs; as if their conduct had 
been one continued provocation. . 
I ſhall only obſerve. further under this TT 
head, That theſe ſeveral fins which the 
Apoſtle here cautions the Corinthians a- 2 1 
gainſt, were ſuch as they were either 
ilty of themſelves, or were in dan 
bang corrupted with * others. Vo 
they luſted to eat things ſacrificed to idols | 
at their feaſts, when they had plenty of = 
food at home, and made themſelves pa- 
takers. of the table of devils, or demons ; 
and ſome of them eat and drunk to ex- 
ceſs at the Lord table. The heathen C- 
rinthians were infamous for uncleanneſs; 
and we read of an inceſtuous perſon amo 
the Chriſtians. And 2 : 
murings and envyings of one another on 8 
account of their ſpiritual gifts, and the 
fear of ſu g, and per ſeciutiun. 
§2. The puniſmemt which befel them 
for their ſins. This is particularly repre- 
ſented by the Apoſtle, in vurious in- 


Tances. - Tis ſaid more ee "With » Cor. x. 
many of them Gor was nor well pleaſed; * 
PE 


Diſe. 20 "yp is, by a uſual m© 


"The 22 * the Thr : 


frequent in the 


"IT Scripture, he was highly offended at their 


aggravated fin. And this appeared by the 
effects; for it was the root of all the evil 
which befel them. were overthrown 


in the wilderneſs ; i. e. that whole genera- 


35 


their fathers, neither ſhall any 


and Joſhua the ſon of Nun. 


tion of men died in the wilderneſs, as their 


ſin of one kind or another was very gene- 


ral among them. So we find, when they 


numbered the children of Duel in the 
wilderneſs of Sinai, tis faid, Surely they 
ſhall not fee the land which I ſieare unto 
of them who 


ovoked me ſee it. And £4 carcaſſes 


ſhall fall in the wilderneſs ; in the wilder- 
neſs they ſhall be conſumed, and ſhall die. 


And accordingly we find it proved: Fur 
the Lord had faid to them, ſurely ye fhall 
die in the wilderneſs, and there was not left 
one of them; that is, who had been num- 
bered in the general muſter of the people 
at Sinai, fave Caleb the fon of. Jephu nneh, 
None of 
them came to the promiſed land, but 
theſe two who only had kept their inte- 
grity, and were not involved in the com- 
mon guilt. So he ſeeear in his wrath they 


range not enter into his reſt.” 


How this was brought about, we have 
an account in the following verſes. It 
was not by mere decay of nature, or in- 


firmities of AF, that that whole gence 


ration , 
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ration of men died in forty years; but Dice ll. 
by the judgments of Gop inflicted upon . 
them for cheir provoking guilt.” $0 there cn 
| fell in the wilderneſs three and twenty tbou- 8. 
nd; that is, by the plague which was 
ſent among them for their idolatry and 
fornication in the matter of Baal 
So he had threatned them: T uill Ine Numb. 
them with the peſtilence, and difmberit xiv. 12. 
them. And tis faid, That thoſe who died xv. g- 
of the plague were Hour and twenty th¹. | 
ſand. The Apoſtle ſays three. and twenty = - 
. thouſand, becauſe a thouſand of them died 
by the hands of civil juſtice. And Moſes 
ſaid to the judges of Iſrael, flay every one r. 5. 
of you his man Ae were Joined to 1 to Baal- wo 
PA Again, Tbey o were es of Epen, 
Of chis we have the following account; 
The Lord ſent ſerpents among the Numb. 
people, and bit the people, and much people *xi. 6. 
of Iſrael died. They enflamed their blood 
with a venemous heat, and | tormented 
them with an unnatural thirſt, - which 
proved mortal to great numbers; till the 
braſen ſerpent was appointed to be ſet up 
for their relief, which was a type and 
image of the Meſiab hanging upon the 
| croſs, as e 1 the alluſion to it, 
np ii. 14. ſerpent was lifted 
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* 


pon 
them for their ſins, — left a ſtanding, ex 
ample to all after-ages of righteous — 
r 
HY ben * 6 lends us 0 Wen 


a 0 serien Il. 
II. The force of the example; or $I 
inſtruction it is proper to give us, and 
vat influence it ought to have upon us, 
that is, to diſſuade us from like fins. For 
+ Cor. 1h the Apoſtle ſpeaks. z Now theſe things 
were written for our example, to the in- 
tent that wwe ſhould not luſt. after evil things. 
And in the text, Theſe things bee, 4 
them for. examples, and are written 
dur admonition. And he cloſes the * 
ver. 12. paragraph with this ſolemn caution, Where- 
fere let, him that ſtandeth take heed left he 
Fall. But where lies the force of the ex- 
ample, and what admonition is it proper 
to ay I. ſhall repreſent. it diſtinctly in 
the following particulars. 
1. Examples are more ſenſible and 975 
fecking, than mere inſtructions and oom 
mands. This is the advantage of exam- 
ples of any kind, whether good or bad; 
they have a peculiar force in them, and 
| greater 


* 
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ori effoct 1 us. They are Dit. 
e arte x ſecure mind, _— 9222 


gage a Cloſe attention, and raiſe ſuitable 
reſentments and affections. We ſee this 
in fact and experience. And the reaſon 
of it is, that ogra are ſenfible things, 
and eafily underſtood. lie upon a 
level with every ones nba ſtrike 
more ſtrongly upon 9 — make a 
dee reſſion u the mind, and 
| leave a . laſting — behind them. 
KNaules and laws, precepts and prohi- 
baaN with their f ctions of promiſes 


and threatnings, are rather objects of 


thought, and require a greater exerciſe of 
reaſon and conſideration, to fee the force, 


and feel the effect of them. They only 
aſſure and aſcertain a future event, the 
' rewards and punifhments of obedience, 1 
and diſobedience ; but examples are ſen- 
fible things, which ſet the matter before 
dur eyes: We fee in ſuch inſtances. the 
truth of his word, and the law is exem- 
plified in a ſenſible fact. And all men can 
fee, and feel, though they cannot reaſon 
and argue; and are not eaſily brought to 
think and confider much. When I ſee 
a man-wounded by an enemy, or die of 
a diſeaſe, it makes another impreſſion 
upon my mind, than the mere relation 
of others, or the expectation of it at a | | 
diſtance. A living example of eminent 


og. goodneſs | 


Diſc. Il. . 2 a greater, as «og and. car- 
2 ries greater conviction to the mind, than 


mere doctrine and inſtruction, how . 
cellent and perfect ſoever. So tis the pe- 
culiar advantage of the Chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation, that we have a perfect example of 
univerſal holineſs, as well as a N 
When we ſee a man 1 for no- 
torious crimes, and fall by the hands of 
publick juſtice, or by viſible vengeance 
from heaven, it raiſes a greater horror of 
the crime, than the livelicſt repreſenta- 
tion of words, and all the arguing in the 
world. Every Hraelite who was ſtung 
with a ſerpent, or fell by the plague, like 


a criminal executed and hung in chains, 


is a publick warning to king and creates 
a dread in the minds of the beholders, 
You'll ſay this is true in inſtances be- 
fore us, and which we ourſelves have 
ſeen ; but what is this to examples long 
ago? How are the J#aelites in the wil- 
derneſs our example? I anſwer, as we 
have good aſſurance of the truth of the 
fact, at fo great a diſtance; ſo the in- 
 fruftion is always preſent, and remains 
with us, though the facts are over long 
ago; and they will always be of equal 
force, with the evidence of the facts: So 
far as we are fatisfied of the * of the 
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one, we 4 4x a juſt foundation IT reaſon Dil. "_ 
; for the other. Ne Www 
2. We learn in theſe apes the tre 
voling nature of fin, and how highly diſ- 
pleaſing it is to God. Sin is repreſented 
as contrary to the holy nature of Go p, 
as well as to his law and will ; and is the 
only thing which God is ſaid” to hate : 
; Tis the mined thing which his foul 
hateth. The Pſalmiſt ſays, Thou art not Pal. v. 4. 
a Gop who haſt pleaſure in 3 
neither ſhall evil dwell with thee : that 
hateft all the workers of iniquity. Ts as 
oppoſite to him as the object of pleaſure 
and hatred. He 1s of purer eyes than to Hab. i. 
| behold evil, and canſi not look on . „ 
that is, with approbation and liking, 0 

without reſentment, and diſlike. The 
Apoſtle ſays here, With many of them Gop 
Was not well pleaſed ; that is, was greatly 
diſpleaſed : Their fin had highly provok- 
ed him. Every inſtance of their fin, was 
a freſh provocation; and we lee, f in their 
caſe, how we ought to conceive of it; 

as the greateſt evil in its own nature, and 
the object of divine averſion, It makes 
kim angry with us, and brings down his 
diſpleaſure upon us, as it 14 0 us moſt 
unlike to him, and ſets us in direct op- 

poſition to him. And do we provoke the 1 Cor. x. 
Lord to Sealy ? Are we frog than 


le? 
. This 


— 
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Den, * This is cerainly proper to riſe our dif 


like and abhorrence of it, and awaken 
our fear and dread. For ſhould not we 
hate what God hates, and fear that which 
brings his diſpleaſure upon us ? Should 
not we fear the great and terrible name 
of the Lord Jehovah ; and fear him who 
can deſtroy body and 2 in hell ? What 
can fix a dread of ſin more effectually 
upon our minds, than the examples of 
divine diſpleaſure againſt it, and the 
ſtanding monuments of divine vengeance 
in the world? If our paſſions ſnould not 
be arbitrary and unruly, but under the 
direction of wiſdom and reaſon, and we 
ſhould always love and hate what is truly 
good and evil; then we ſhould certainly 
love the chief 200d, and hate the greateſt 
evil. And that muſt needs be the great- 
eſt evil, which is moſt contrary to the 
chief good, and the proper object of our 
| higheſt hatred. Beſides, | 
3. We learn the neceſſary connexion be- 
tween ſin and puniſhment. There is a 
natural connexion founded in the reaſon 
of things, as well as by poſſtive appoint- 
ment, or ordination of the divine will ; 
| between moral evil, and natural evil, or 
between ſin and puniſhment. Every ſuch 
example is a ſenſible demonſtration of this 
Jer. ü. 19. truth, that tis an evil and bitter thing to 
In i the Lord. This is the natural 


conſequence 


in the Wilderneſs, confiaerea. © 


1 


conſequence of the divine diſpleaſure. If Diſc. IL 
men wilfully offend Gop, they provoke Www 


his diſpleaſure againſt their own ſouls. If 


they tranſgreſs his holy law, they expoſe 
themſelves to the threatned curſe; and 
it cannot be otherwiſe. 


This 15 the true ſtate of the . And 


tho this may be reaſoned and argued out, 


by cloſe attention and application of mind, 


which the generality of mankind are leſs 


capable of; yet we ſee it with greater 
caſe, and in a ſtronger light, in a ſenſi- 
ble inſtance and - example of it. This 


was the caſe: here: With many of them 


God «as not well pleaſed ;, and what was 
the conſequence of it ? why, they. were 
' overthrown in the wilderneſs, There was 


an entire deſtruction of that generation of 


men. The plague and fiery ſerpents with 
which they were afflicted, were an af- 
fecting proof of the puniſhment of fin, 
and that great offences will meet deſerv- 


ed rebukes at the hand of a righteous 


Gop. And ſo tis in the caſe of others. 
Sin and puniſhment go hand in hand, 
and are naturally related to one another: 


This is the neceſſary conſequence of it 


ſooner or later, where repentance and 
ardon don't intervene and prevent it; 


as it did in the caſe of Nineveb. Every 


day of temptation is a day of provocation; 


0 though the divine patience is ſome- 


: EE times 


"The aſe of the r 


' Dil wal times long exerciſed, and judgment a- 


gainſt an evil world is not fpeedtly ex- 
cruted; yet, when the meaſure of a peoples 


iniquity is full, wrath well come upon them 
to the uttermoſt. : 


We ſee in the exartiphs of others 
niſhment the proper deſert of fin, ind 
what is the natural tendency and conſe- 

uence of it: And there is no breaking 
* connexion between them, but by 
breaking off our ſins by repentance, and 
by the free favour and pardoning mercy 
of the great Gop. Again, we learn this 
further admonition _ 

4. That Jie ſins will have hike puniſh- 
ments, in liłe circumſtances. What is 
fact in the caſe of others, is deſert in our 
own ; and our caſe muſt be alike, in like 
circumſtances with theirs; for they are 
types and examples to us, and, like a mir- 
rour or glaſs, where face anſwers to face, 
ſhew what our condition muſt be in a 
like caſe. We may learn this point of 
wiſdom by others examples, and buy it 

at a cheaper rate than our own ex 

rience, in virtue of this obſervation, that 
like ſins will have like puniſhments in the 
{ame circumſtances : For the reaſon of the 
caſe is the ſame to them, and to us, and 


the meaſures of the divine ppretiiment 
the ſame, 


x 
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If therefore we are guilty of their fins, Diſe. II. 
arid with their aggravations, we muſt ex. 
pect like judgments upon us for them. 

If we become idblaters, formicators, tempt 
Chriſt by unbelief and preſumption; and 
nur mur againſt Gop, and divine diſpe 

fſations toward us; we muſt expect to be 

FF overthrown, and deſtroyed too. When 

ld fee a man executed for robbery or mur- 
der, I have a ſenſible conviction of the 

| juſt deſert of ſuch fins; and that who- 
ſoever commits the one, muſt expect the 
other; and that if I commit the fame 

_ crimes, I muſt fall under the fame ex- 
emplary vengeance ; for I am under the 
_ law, and' ſubject to the fame autho- 

with him. 

f we are unbelievers, and dilobeclient, 

| after all che experience of the divine 

power and faithfulneſs, we ſhall fall un- - 

der his heavy vengeance : If we tempt 
Chriſt, and provoke his anger, we ſhaft 
periſh from the way : If we continue im- 

penitent in fin, we muſt all likewiſe pe- 
riſh, as all others have done before us. fe 
We have no pretence to plead exemption 
from the common rule, or to claim a pri- 

vilege peculiar to ourſelves, and 5 | 

from other men; or that the great go- 

vernor of the world ſhould diſpenſe with 

his wiſe conſtitution, and {etted laws, in 
our os 


5. We 


Die. ll 


Rom. ix. 


he Te of the 1 


5. We learn that no external . 
or enjoyment, will prevent the puniſh- 
ment of fin, or hinder the divine reſent- 
ment againſt it. For this was the caſe in 
this example which is here ſet before us. 
The Fews were a choſen and fayoured 
people above all.the nations of the world ; 
the poſterity of Abraham, the friend of 
Gop ; the children of the covenant and 
promiſe ;_ delivered by a ſeries of mira- 
cles in Egypt, and in the wilderneſs ; they 
received the /zvely oracles of Gon, the re- 
velations of his will, and appointments 
of worſhip ; and were guided and watch- 
ed over by a ſpecial providence, in all 


their wanderings, and in all their dangers. | 


The Apoſtle repreſents their caſe in the 
beginning of this chapter: They were all 
baptized into Moſes in the cloud and in the 


fea; initiated into that diſpenſation ; and 


did all eat of the ſame ſpiritual meat, and 
all drink of the ſame ſpiritual drink ; for 
they drank of that ſpiritual rock which Fol- 
lowed them, the water out of the rock, 
and that rock was Chriſt. They were ty- 
pical repreſentations of the ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings of the Goſpel, _ 
There is a more particular aceount in 
the epiſtle to the Romans; Who are Iſ- 
raelites; the ſeed of Jacob, to whom per- 


faineth the adoption; they were brought 


into the relation of child ren, and belong- 
ed 


# 4 a PX 


ed to the "Qwirch* and EET of. G85 Diſe ll. | 
jor the glory and the covenant, and the wo 
be law, and the ſervice F Gov, 
555 4. promiſe ; the tokens of his favour 
and preſence among them; whoſe are the 
fathers, and of whom as concerning the 
_ fleſh, Chriſt came; which was their pecu- 
liar honour. So the Pfalmiſt ſays, He Plalm 
gave his flatutes and judgments unto Iſrael, Gm. Ol 
Je hath not dealt fo with any nation. And Amos iii. 
the prophet ſays, Lou only have I known of * = 
al) the families of the earth. This was 
their peculiar felicity and adyantage ; and 
yet we ſee, in their example, that all ex- 
ternal privileges, and favours of provi- 
dence toward them, was no protection 
from deſerved puniſhment, or ſecurity in 
their ſin: They were, notwithſtanding, 
overthrown in the wilderneſs, and ſtung 
with ſerpents; fell by the plague, and 
were deſtroyed by the deſtroying angel. 
We ſee, in this inſtance, what we muſt 
& in a like caſe, notwithſtanding our 
viſible relation to Go D, and the ſpecial fa- 
vours of his providence and grace, in the 
light of the goſpel, and the worſhip of 
Gop, and the many remarkable * appear- 
ances in our favour, from time to time. 
If Gop ſpared not his own people, but 
puniſhed them with remarkable judg- 
ments for their great offence; he will not 


ſpare 


* * 


5 "Dil Wl ſpare us, if we offend. in like manner. 


If we tread 1 in their ſteps, we muſt ſhare 
their fate; and partake of their, plagues, 
if we 5 take, of therr fins. We may 
certainly conclude, from fuch inſtances 
as theſe, what will be our caſe in the ſame 
circumſtances ; and that he will no more 
ſpare us, than he did them, notwith- 
ng our relation to Gop, -or any pe- 
culiar privileges we enjoy. This is agree- 


able to the awful meſſage to the church 


po Thiatira ; I gave her ſpace. to repent 
ber fornications, and ſhe repented not : 
Bebel J will caſt ber into a bed, a puniſh- 


ment ſuitable to the crime, nd them who 
committed fornication with her, into great 


tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 
And I will kill ber children. with death, 


and all the churches Hall know that I am 
be wwbo  ſearcheth the reins and heart, and 
will give to every one of you according, 


not to your profeſſion, but fo your works. 


In the laſt place, 


6. We are admoniſhed from hence, 


That the puniſhment of a profeſſing and 


favoured people, will be more ſevere than 


that of other men. This example reaches 


to this caſe too. As the Fews were fa- 


voured with greater advantages than other 


nations, by the e laws and —— of the 
true Gop, and the care and Le La 
8 0 


other nations who had only the light of 
nature,” and the care of common provi⸗ 
dence, and who generally lay in igno- 
rance and idolatry: And accordingly we 
find their puniſhment was anſwerably ſe- 
vere. This appeared by the many marks 
of divine diſpleaſure — them; their 
overthrow in the wilderneſs; the fiery, 
ſerpents, and the deſtroying angel. And 
afterward, when they revolted from the 
worſhip of the true Gop, and. ran into 
the idolatry of their heathen neighbours ; 
by their long eaptivities in a ſtrange land, 
and by plague, and famine, and ſword, 
which were brought upon them at diffe- 
rent times. And at laſt, when they had 
filled up the meaſure of their iniquity, 
by cructfying the Lord of life; and reject- 
ing the counſel of Gop againſt themſelves; 
they were rejected of Gop; their whole 
ſtats and po deſtroyed; They are 
| feattered through the whole earth, and 
| hated and defoiſed by all nations, - and 
under the viſible tokens of Jang diſ- 
pleaſure : His blood is upon them, and up- 
on their children; to this day; and they 
are a ſtanding monument of divine ven- 
nce before our eyes. And ſo it is ac- 
cording to that of the prophet ; You only 


a 4 a "ſpeck Dania 3 them; Die. I. 
their ſin was proportionably greater than 8 f'S No n 


— earth, therefore will I puniſh you for your 


2. 


Iniquittes : Not therefore will I fpare you, 


or indulge you in your fin, but — 


will I puniſh you for your iniquity. 

And ſo it muſt be with all other na- 
tions, for the ſame reaſon. © A people 
who enjoy the light of the ole , and 
the means of grace, will be-more ſevere- 


ly puniſhed for their diſobedience, and 


_ contempt of the divine mercy, as their 


fin is more aggravated than other mens. 
The ſeven churches of Aſia, planted by 
the Apoſtles, for their looſeneſs and 


lukewarmneſs, are long ago demoliſhed, 


and overrun . with  Mahemetan deluſion. 
Many of the Proteſtant churches abroad 
are laid waſte, and lie in ruins, for their 
formality and ſecurity. And what we 
have to apprehend upon this account, 


for the growing infidelity, neglet of di- 


vine appointments, and corruption of man- 
ners, Gop only knows; and every ſeri- 
ous Chriſtian, who has a due regard to 
the welfare of his native yy mou 
pane reaſon to conſider. ö 

The Apoſtle repreſents this caſe in a 


compariſon between the 'Fewrſh and 


Chriſtian church: For if the word ſpoken 
by: angels was ſteadfaſt, and every tranſ= 
ae and dſobegrence received a juſt re- 


6 ompenc e 
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ra great tion, which at. 
75 began * pete Lord, and 


nfirmed to us by by them who heard him? 


And again, He who _— Moſes's Jaw, Heb. x. ' 


died without mercy, un 


Neo or three 28. 


witneſſes; ; of - how much ſorer puniſhment 


be be thought worthy, who bath trod 


under foot the Son of Gop ? 

They will certainly be the molt znex- 
cuſable of all men, and without any apo- | 
logy at laſt, who go on in a way of fin, 
with ſuch "examples of puniſhment be- 

fore their eyes. It muſt argue great ſtu- 
pidity and hardneſs of heart, when we 
ſee, in ſuch inſtances, the neceffary con- 
ſequences and iſſue of it. This is a like 

| 3 with thoſe hardened ſinners who 
rob at the place of execution, and with 
an example of juſtice before them. Gop 
has given fair warning, in the moſt ſen- 
ſible manner, by others example: If we 
refuſe to take the warning, and go on in 

ſin notwithſtanding, it muſt be at our 
higheſt peril, Gop will be juſtified in 
the greateſt ſeverity, and we ſhall be a- 
{ſhamed and confounded. 

I ſhall conclude with two practical 
remarks ow the two nn of this dif- 


My 1. Lit 


I. Stk us Sev of thoſe fins which 
—.—— the diſpleaſure of Go p, and 
judgments upon us. In the words 
? * x. of the Apoſtle here, Dearly beloved, flee 
1 John v. From idolatry. And, little children, keep 
21. oui ſelves from idols + from every kind 
| and every degree, from every appearance, 
and every tendency to it. PFlee fornica- 
tion, and every inſtance of ſenſual impu- 
rity, as unworthy the Chriſtian profeſ- 
: fion, and not fit to be named among 
| ! Cor. vii Chriſtians. Let us cleanſe our ſelves from 
Coloſ itt. all filthineſs of fieſh a a ſpirit. Mortiſy 

5. * | Tame” members which are upon the earth ; 
| fornication, uncleanneſs, inordinate affec- 
tion, evil concupiſcence, and covetouſneſs ; 
or co ich things ſake, the wrath of Go p 
cumerb upon the children of diſobedience. 
Neither let us temp? Chriſt by unrea- 
bd diſtruſt of him, or unwarrant- 
able expectations from him. Carefully 
avoid the extreme on either hand : Ob- 
ſerve the due medium between them 
both; by faith in his word, and obedi- 
ence to his will. Truſt him in his own 
way, and upon a juſt ground : And here 
we may prove him to the utmoſt, with 
certain ſafety and ſucceſs. - Prove his 
faithfulneſs and power, his wiſdom and 
— we ſhall always bi 
| im 
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him as pod. as his- word, and aut we 9 
3 things for us. He is eve 
mmdful of his s covenant, and his atthful- 
neſs never fails. He will not deceive a 
regular truſt, and our hope in him will 
never make us afhamed. 
And let us not murmur n Gov, 
and the inſtruments of his providence, 
under any difficult appearance, or diſ- 
agreeable circumſtance ; becauſe we have 
not every thing we want, or, perhaps, 
have reaſon to think right. Don't che- 
riſh an uneaſy, unthankful frame of ſpi- 
rit, under the many bleſſings we enjoy; 
or help to ſpread a diſſatisfaction among 
others; which is ſet on foot with ill de- 
ſigns, and has a tendency only to do 
hurt. Diſcontent and complainit at the 
blick meaſures of government, and 
preſent diſpenſations of providence, when 
they come to prevail among the body of 
a people, lead directly to a general con- 
fuſion, and expoſe us to the Judgments 
of Gop ; as the murmuring Iſraelites 
were defiroyed of the de iroyer. I ſpeak 
the more freely upon this occaſion, be- 
| cauſe ſome men ſpeak of their ſuperiors 8 
with ſuch a freedom, as they themſelves 
would have taken ill from the hands of 
an equal. I am perſuaded people, ſome- 
BR, without mr” ill deſigns, or ill 
will, 


To 


. 2 X 


D 


+ Difcll, will, through inadvertence and inconſi- 
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lick, and weakning the foundations up- 


on which we all depend. Leave that to 


the enemies of the government, and the 
diſaffected; they will be forward enough 
„„ „ „ . ba. 
Let us Beriltee all our .enimgfities to 
the publick welfare, and unite our zeal 
in prayer to Gop this day, for the ſuc- 
ceſs of the neceſſary war in which we 


are engaged, and a bleſſing upon all our 
affairs; and in our conſtant endeavours, 


in our ſeveral ſtations, to promote the 


o 


nation. 


1 N 


peace, and honour, and proſperity of the 


2, Let us conſider the examples of o- 
thers, to diſſuade us from their fins. This 
is the reaſon of the inſtance in the text, 
and the uſe the Apoſtle makes of it. 
Conſider the example of other ſinners, 
who have fallen under deſerved judg- 
ments, to keep up a juſt ſenſe of the evil 
of their fins, 2 prevent the like judg- 
ments falling upon us. Confider the ex- 


amples recorded in 1 as a ſtand- 


ing warning to all after- generations of 
men. Remember Lot's wife, who was 
turned into a pillar of ſalt, to ſeaſon the 
world againſt infidelity. Remember the 


fire and brimſtone from the Lord out of 


Heaven, 
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their unnatural luſts; who are fet farth 


Heaven, upon Sochn ind Conga, 1 NG 
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as an example, fuſfering the „ . 


3 and an example to them 
Remember the ablage 


n old wor n when all fleſh had cur. 
rupted its way,” and the 6h  wwas. filled 


worth violence; Gop brought a 
the world of” the '1ngodly, and ' ckanfed 


the polluted earth from overflowing im- 


pieties: Remember the raelites, who 


22 


wete exerciſed with various judgments, 
and all perifhed in the wilderneſs, for 


their unbelief and diſobedience. Remem- 


ber the Chriſtian Corinthians, who many 


of them were ich and wear” and ſome 
of them fell a esp; ; that is, were viſited 
with ſickneſs and death, for their profa- 
nation and abuſe of the Lord - Supper; 


which ſhould teach us reverence in our 
attendance upon it, and a facred be 


to the inſtitution. 

I might add the At of the an- 
cient — State, which flouriſhed and 

_ proſpered in ſo extraordinary a manner, 

for feveral ages, while they continued re- 
gular and vertuous ; but when they grew 

degenerate and corrupt, and became 


trous and venal, they languiſhed and — 


clined, and ſunk into contempt and ruin, 


and were deſtroyed, at laſt, by the na- 
. 


tiogs they had conquered, 


iſe. IT. I there are any examples which have 
F fallen under your own notice and obſer- 
_ vation, of a more publick or private na- 
ture, of remarkaþle puniſhments, and 
rebukes for fin ; if any have come to an 
untimely end by notorious wickedneſs; or 
ſhortened their days by intemperance and 
exceſs; or made them miſerable by the 
natural effects of their ſin, or the juſt 
rebukes of providence, by diſeaſes of 

body, or diſtreſſes of life; beware of their 

; take the warning of their example, 

t on. may never fall under their * 
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"This i is > hs 8 uſe to be made of o- 
ther mens miſcarriages, and great advan- 
tage may be gained by it to ourſelves. 
We ſee the rocks upon which others 
have ſplit, that we may ſteer a different 
courſe; are warned of the danger 
before- hand, by the affecting example of 
others ruin. If we, blind and wil 
into the ſame ſnares, we muſt expect the 
ſame diſaſters, and meet the ſame fate. 
And how reproachful and unpitied will 
be our fall, if we periſh by our own 
hands, and by obſtinate continuing in 
fin, againſt al the methods of mercy, 
and of judgment; the examples of others 
miſery, and the warnings of our own 
danger? 
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paring the circumſtances of our caſe, and 
the aſpect of preſent affairs. I 


wear off, and leave no laſting impreſſion 
behind them. 
tions they may raiſe, they will never en- 


ter into the heart, or have any abiding 
They will be conſidered only as 
pieces of ancient h/tory, or a relation of 


unconcerning facts, and not as repreſentations 


of our own caſe, or ſtanding — 3 
the wars. | 


Gop Þ Hank 7 "I we may be wiſe, and 
confider the latter end, and know, in 


this our day, the things which belong 


to our common peace, before they are 


As, a our eyes, 
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But it wn hoy by carclully weiching 1 Diſc I. 
"i matter, and conſidering the nature SON 
and confequences of ding and com- 


T is by deep 
and ſerious thoughts, that we aſl affect 
our hearts, and find the power and in- 
fluence of them ; when cold and tran= 
ſient thoughts, like the traces of a ſhip 
upon the ſurface of the water, preſently 
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Racticul Diſcourſes on the principal 
Repreſentations of the Meſſiab in the 
[HS Teſtament, .. 
. Funeral Diſcourſes, in two Parts, Con- 
taining 1. Scripture Conſolations in the 
Death of our Friends. 2. Preparations 
for our own Death, 899. | 

Self- Dedication, Perſonal and Sacra- 
mental, explained and enforced, 12m. 

Of the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, A 
Sermon preached at Grouched-Fryers. 

The Reaſenableneſs of Beheving in 
Chriſt, and the Unreaſonableneſs of Infe- 
delity. Two Diſcourſes at the Merchants 
Lecture at Salters Hall. 
 Litkewarmneſs in Religion, repreſented 

and reproved. Two Sermons at Salters 
0 Tl 
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The Nature of the Lord's-Supper, and 
Obligations to it briefly conſidered : With 
a ſerious Exhortation to a due Attendance 
upon it. Four Diſcourſes at Salters 
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A Practical Illuſtration of the Book of 
Eſther 12 8 


